Preach'd befor | 
er Majeſt Y, 


At St. F 4 M E S's, 
0 Walmſlg, os che 4, 1705. 


BY 


WILL. FL EETWO 0D; 


" Chaplain | in Ordinary to Her Majeſty. 


— 


| 
| 
| 


Publied by Her Pajeſ's Special Commands 


LONDON 


[Printed for Charles Harper at the Flower-de-luce, over 


againſt St. Dunſtans Church, in Fleetftreet, 1704. 
— Bookſeller, Sta- 
5 e eee at the Bible, Ws 


„ 


þ 
my . 

oy 

* 
11 ? 


r 


** 4 * . N. p * 
1 * a, 2 22 — F * zug 

a — A * 7 % * * 5 * 97 * * 1 9 1 
i 2553S AS 5 art no) u £Y A 54 1 ene 4 1 21 24 


70 * Va. . 


* i — 2 
« 4 il the ach, 1 „ 
pri Mi 7 3. | 
* 41 * 
nt : : 3 * „ „ 
PDF TT $1615 54 8122 2 * mo R 8 


ku wie oy 3.5” * 704 "ov 
2 "op thou. goeſt "out 10 battel 4 
. thine Enemies, and ſceſt Horſes, and 
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ſpeaking to theſe Words, v ne to 
| conſider, 15 irſt, The Command or Coun- 


| ſel heres given to the Jews; Not to be afraid 
th Gnas the Horſes, - Chariots, and ſuperior 
of their Enemies, hen hey went out 
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to fight. Secondy, The Reaſon here aſſign d, 
For the Lord thy God is with thee, which brought 
thee up out of the Land of Egypt. And, Thirdy, 
td ſee, how this NI is applicable to us, as 
Chriſtians. Eſt, Of the Command or Coun- 
ſel here given; When thou goeſt out to battel againſt 
thine Enemies, and ſeeſt Horſes, and 3 and 
a Peoply more thay thop, ve wot d of. them. © If 
5 dere Lac ute, 6f-r Taue of 
Wars, invaſive and offenſive, where there is 
equal Reaſon and Neceſſity, as of defenſive ones, 

-  thefe Words would conclude much in cheir Fx 
vour, for going out to battel, qgainſt their Enemies, 
looks as if they rather went to prevent Invaſion, 
than repel it. "Bur ſince no body doubts che ju · 
ſtifiableneſs of the Jewiſh Wars, we have only | 
to ſee to the Counſel here given, not to fear 
Horſes, Chariots, or ſuperior Numbers; for 

all cheſe things are naturally dreadful. 

The Jewiſh Army conſiſted wholly of In- 
fantry or Foot, and for a great while they had 
no Horſe at all; the Country it ſeems bred 
none, and they were forbid to go down to ER 
to provide themſelves of any; Feypt was R- 
mous for furniſhing Horſe ; and, whether it 
were, that the Jews were forbid to go to Egypt, 
for fear their Com merce with that Idolatrous 
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Country ſhould endanger their Manners, and 
cauſe them to inel ine to the Morſhip of many 
Gods, as the reſt of the Nations did, and co 
which they were ſtrangely prene on all. Ocea- 

ſions j or whether it were, thiar che Jews ſhould 
always remember the Deliverance God had 

wrought for them, in bringing them out of 
Egypt, with a high Hand, and ſtretched out Arm, 
notwithſtanding the infinire Multirude of Horſe. 
men and Chariots with which their Bnetmies pur- 


* 


ſued them to the Red, dea; whether this, or 
any undiſcovered Reaſon, ſtood in the way, tis 1 [; 
manileft the Jewiſh Army had no Horſe, and 
conſequently no Charidts of "War, as other Peer e 
ple had, — at leaſt for a great while, even to : 
the Days of King David. It ſeems, indeed, as 
if God intended to diſtinguiſh the Jewiſh Armies, 
ſrom all other Armies; as well as the People 
from other People, in moſt particulars ; . and 
would let both them, and all the World, per- 
ceive that they were not: to be defended by. 
the uſual means, but by his Power alone, who 
Had brought chert out of Hyt, in ſo ſtrange 
a manner. And therefore, When that perverſe. 
Peqple grew weary of God's Government, and 
deſited a King, and to be govern'd like the Hea - 
thens round them, God erdered Sammel, to tell 
e | them, 
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them, that among other Inſtances of che hard 
Government their Princes would ſet up, E 
vould tale their Sons, and appoint. them for himſelf, 
for bit Choriots,. ud to-berhia: Horſemen ; A Fam. vii. 
* nxchielſ thong they - Alle did, ſaxhath in zinit, 
Churüts and Honſemi cache in uſe among chem, 
and ſignified - the -Screngeh and Defence of a 
Kingdom, among the Jes; as well as other to 
2 — abe King calls che dying 
et, 1 * the . — of. 22 
1 n thereof,” 2 Kings ii. 12. i. e. their 
ws 
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1 into the Minds ol thoſe, 
Ares wp or Were, : forbidden to 


e of "their 
n the general, 
Hoſe words 4 ly 2 5 — Walle Provi- 
mies, againſt ; 4% we Are; to under 


«Rand, Plal, xx\7. 3 their 1 0 Chariots, 
and ſome in Horſes, but me will remember the Name 


F the Lord our God. This appears ao, from 
e ic: being commanded not 0 be aftaid of a 


ſupe- 
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fp eriour Number; When thou ſeeſt a People more 
hol thou, be not Gd of them. So that the Jews 
ate counſelled here, chat when they went out to 
ſght, and ſaw, their. Enemies, ſuperiour in Pro- 
viſion, — and Number, chey ſhould not 
yet be afraidof them. 

But how is this to be avoided, ſince theſe Ad- 
vantages will naturally, and very reaſonably, 
cauſe Fear, even in the wiſeſt and the ſtrongeſt 
Hearts ? The Chances (as they call chem) of 
War, are ſo many, and the Turns ſo ſtrange 
and ſudden, that even when all things are more 
chan equal on their ſide, yet can neither the 
oldeſt, the braveſt, nor the moſt experienc d 
Warriours, forbear fearing for the "wag There 
muſt chere fore be ſomething particular in the 
Reaſon aſſign d, to make it poſſible for the Jews 
to comply or ſuch a G as not to fear 
_ Enemies, with ſuch Advantages upon their 
ide 
And lo, in the Second, Place, there was; 1a | 
Reaſon carries great force with it, and ſeems to 
be able to bear down all before it, — For 
the Lord thy God is with thee, which | brought thee 
up, out of the. Land o/ Egypt. The Lord God, 
in oppoſition, to the Gods of the Nations round, 
"hich: vere, but Idols, and could neither help 
| B 


them- 
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themſelves nor others; and the Lord thy "TR 


in Covenant with them, and diſtinguiſhing them 
from the reſt of the World, by moſt peculiar Fa. 
vours, and Bleſſings beſtowed upon them; and 
known eſpecially: to them, and all the Nations 
round, by having brought them up, out of the 
Land of Egypt, in a manner the moſt glorious 
and aftonilhing, and, in all its Circumſtance, 
remarkably memorable to all Poſterity. They 
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had therefore on their fide One to depend upon, 


who not only could, but who had already done, 


the greateſt things for them: They did not on. 


| -' know He was All-powerful, but had lately 


nothing could prevail againſt thoſe whom God 


cen Him exerciſe that Heavenly Power on their 


behalf, on all Occaſions : They had ſeen that 


both the Chariot and Horſe were fallen ; and that 


would help, bur that whom he bleſſed, were, and 
muſt be bleſſed. This therefore was the Reaſon 
why they were not to be afraid of their Enemies, 
altho' ſo ſtrong and well provided, They had 


te Lord for their God, one who was Almighty in 


Power, and whoſe Goodneſs they had long ex- 


109 wil both they and their Fathers; who had 


brought them up out of Egypt and who had 
covenanted to bleſs them in all their righteous 


Undertakings, and proſper all their . 
| | | ars 
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Wars againſt their Enemies, provided they kept 
the Law that he gave them, and ſerv'd no other 
Gods but him. Upon theſe Conditions, God 
would be their God, and they ſhould behis Peo- 
5 and whilſt they obſerv d theſe, they were 
ure of Succeſs; no Sword, no Weapon, that 
was formed againſt them, could prevail; they 
needed not to be afraid of either Horſes, Cha- 
nots, or a People more than they. This was God's 
Conduct with reſpect to his People Vrael, and 
therefore it — but an Act of the eaſieſt 
faith imaginable, to go out againſt their Ene- 


mies, in righteous Wars, undertaken by his Com- 


mand or 3 with all the Confidence 
poſſible, and full aſſurance of Succeſs ; they knew® 
their Captain was Almighty; the Lord of Hoſts ; 
they knew knew it was as eaſy for him to lavye 
by few, as many ; they had experienc'd this, in 
his delivering them from a People infinite more 
than they, and well provided with es and 
Chariots, whom they had feen troubled from 
Heaven, and overthrown in the Red Sea. And 
they had the fame Promife of Succeſs, by the 
ame Affiftance, in all their righreons Underta- 


kings. Such Counſel, therefore, or Command, 


as rhis in the Text, Not to fear Horſes and Cha- 
riots, vr à People more than they, might very well 


— 
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be complied with by conſidering faithful People; 


when the Lord their God was with them, who had 
brought them up out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
5 — of Bondage. 


But what is chis to thoſe who have not theſe 


Encouragements, nor any ſuch ſure Promiſes? 


How far can We, or other Chriſtians, make ap. 


plication of ſuch Paſſages to our ſelves, or, in 
what ſort, depend upon them? This is the Third 
and laſt thing. to be conſidered. And, Firſt, it 
muſt be confeſsd that we are not under the ſame 
Diſpenſation with the Jews at this time, and for 
ſome Hundreds of Vears after theſe Words were 


Cine by Moſes rom God. Ie was peel 
ip train up the Jews in Obedience, by Promiſes. 


of temporal Bleſſings gf all ſorts, as well in 


War as Peace; this is not 2 5 for in the 


Chriſtian Covenant, and therefore not to hg de- 
pended on, as promiſed. It ſeems indeed to 
have been but temporary with the Jews them. 


ſelves ; after they had made a general Fotfel 


ture (as it were) of God's Favour, by their Apo- 
ſtacies, and foul Idolatries, the Promiſes of Suc- 


ceſs in Wars, ſeem to have ended on God's part, 


and they were brought under the common Pro. 


vidence ; for tho they were far from Idola- 


cxous, and worſhipped God alone, with all Sim- 
„„ ; plicity, 
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plicity, and were (for ought that appears) as 


virtuous in their Manners, as ever, yet before 
our Saviour's time, they were conquered by the 
\ Romans, and reduced into a Provmce, and ſo 
continued till their final Overthrow by Vefpaſian 


and his brave Son. They could not therefore 


certainly depend on Victory, eee hundred 
Vears, by vertue of God's Promiſe made to them 


at firſt, altho they continued to worſhip che 


Lord their God, and him only, and were obſer- 
vant of the Law of Moſes. There is therefore 


i » | 4 


only bleſs us, with Eternal Life in Happineſs in 
<4 | | | Heaven, 
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Heaven, and leave us to make our Paſſage to it, 


our ſelves, as eaſy and commodious as we could, 


Detetminations, tho they make the r nn 


with Innocence and Virtue, without engaging to 


| bleſs us in particular, upon any Terms and 


Conditions. But this he has not done, for Godli. 
neſs, under Chriſtianity alſo, hath the Promiſes both 
of this Life, and that to come ; but then they are 
general, and fulfilled in what kind, and what 
manner, and at what time it pleaſes God; which 


leſs certain, and more accidental, and leſs need 


ful, than if we ſhould obtain what we deſited 


nd wanted, when we thought fit; yet, when 


we conſider 'how wiſe and good He is, who is 
to ꝑive, we ſhall ſee it much better to leave ir 


to God, than to chuſe for our ſelves. We have 
therefore leave, as Chriſtians, by virtue of God's 


Promiſes in general, and of his Love to Man in 


Chriſt Jeſus, to wiſh for, ſeck for, hope for, 


and expect, whatever temporal _ we title 
ly fland in need of, chat are proper for us, in 


out Caſe, and fitting for God to give, as he is 


the wiſe and good Governor of all the World, 
and conſider'd ih the ſame Relation to other Peo- 
ple, as to us: For, even in favour of the Jews 


einfelves, he could not do any thing unjuſt, 
or rinbeoonting himſelf. To qualify us, there- 


fore, 


— "I 
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fore, for God's Favours, and temperal Bleſſings, 
we muſt, in the Firſt Place, ſtand in aerd of 
them, they muſt be ny neceſſary to us; as- 
cording to our apprehenſion; God daes indeed 
ofrimes beſtow (ſuch is his Goodneſs) mote 


AJEST .Y; 


than we ask or think of, but we have neither 


reaſon to ask or to expect of God, what is nat 
truly needful for us, every thing conſidered. 


Secondly, We muſk ask them of God ; we muſt 
not ask for what we think nat needful, but We 


muſt ask of God, altho' he knows it needful 


before ; as well to acknowledge him the Lord 
and Giver of all things, and our Dependance on 
him, as alſo becauſe he requires tis Service at 


our hands. Not bur that God does oftimes give 
us what we pray not for, becauſe He ſees it 
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needful or convenient for us, tho we do not; 


but that we have 2 or reaſon to expect, 
what we do not ſcek 


hands ; not ſtrictly ſpeaking, for that is never 
to be done; but to to quality and fic our (elves 


for the Bleſſings we ſtand in need of, as we ara 
able by the Grace of God to do, i e. by ſe· 
riouſly repenting and amending of our paſt Sins, 


or at God's hands, by | 
humble Prayer and Petition. Thirdly, We mult 
endeavour to deſerve theſe Bleſſings at God's 


which, as they are the only things that diſpleaſe 


God, | 


n 
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God, and provoke his Judgments, ſo is there no 


other way to pacify his Wrath, and to prevent 


or put an end to them, but by Repentance and 
Amendment. And this ſeems very reafonable, 


that when we are asking Favours of God, we 


ſhould be trying not to undeſerve them, at the 
leaſt. And of chis we are ſo ſenſible, that we 


know not how ſo much as to pray for any tem- 


5 eee witch any hopes or tolerable a: 
ſur 


ance of receiving them, till we have firſt re 


ſolvd in our Hearts, to reconcile our ſelves to 


him, by promiſing Repentance, and becoming 


a new Creature. Some preſent Neceſſities are 


for God's Bleſſings, temporal as well as ſpiti 


borious, and uſe our Reaſon, and exerciſe all 
our 


generally the Parents of theſe ſhort-liv'd Reſo- 


lutions, which, ſhort-liv'd as they are, yet ſhew, 


that we know of no better way to qualify us 


tual, than by repenting of our Sins paſt, en- 
gaging in holy Purpoſes, and promiſing Amend- 


ment, Fourthly, When we have asked of God, 


what we apprehend truly needful, and have en- 
deavoured to remove the only Impediments that 
ſtand in the way of his Mercy, we muſt employ 
our whole Abilities, do all we can our ſelves, 
to compals what we ask and want of God. We 
muſt be watchful, diligent, moſt careful and la- 
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our F pia cha: beſt e FE we can. 
We mult act as if all. depended on our ſel ves, 


even when we know we can do nothing but 


with God's) aſſiſtance ; for ſo it is, that rhe gi. 
ving: us Ahilities, and bleſſimig us; wy we ag chem 
aright, is gener ally the Meaznby which he : be: 
ſows his greateſt 2 on us; as he pre- 
letves us: from falling into Pits and Snares; by 
giving eus Eyes and nding to direct our 


deps, as well as · by A generab Providence. Thus 
qualified, we have. a Right, as Chriſtians and 


his Creatures, to ask of God, whatever tempo. 


tal -Bleſhngs: we tulily ſtand' in neediof, and to 


expect them rom: lus his- Bouhtey - and! Gondnels 


and from his boundleſs Love o us in Chriſt 


F 


[ſub 321 Pane: 9 b 


Let Wedheefes bers he Appliciriva ofihels 


Rules, 19:0ur;prefene Gale; 13 10 ebazd ach on 
We are call d upoii, by Publick Order, to aſ- 


enable 4 ia theſe places, to ask of God Succelvin 


our Undertakings, and Proſperity to our Arms, 
by Sea and Land, both for Hur ſelves and thoſe 
that join: with us; and this we apprehend tin 


the Firſt Place) to be. both juſt and 3 , or 


otherwiſe we could not ask it of God. We may 
not ask him, to ſucceed in ay oral” or Vaitt 
glorious Enterprize, | Ambition, Avarice; and 

C "= 


ner <-> me Sea "<is c 
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gathered, to invade an innocent amd quiet Prince, 
nor to extend our Empite and Dorninion; but 
to ſecure the Rights of injur d People, and to. 
event the Deſigns of an Ambition, that hath, 
for many Years, troubled the whole World, 
and hath been hammering out the Chains, that 
were to bind us in perpetual Servitude. It hath 
N ö fo pleaſed God, that thoſe Deſigns ſhould take 
2 effect by Artifice, which open Force had not 
| deen able in forty Vears to bring about; and 
that he who hach hitherto always been the Ag · 
greſſor, ſhould now be the Defender of his ill. 
acquir'd Poſſeſſions. The haughtieſt People in: 
the World have apparently | fold themſel ves in- 
to the hands of their greateſt Enemies. And 
the Nations who have all this time, preſetyd 
them from this Miſchief, with their good liking, 
are now endeavouring to redeem them, too 
much againſt their Will: Not, that if they could 
wear their Chains alone, they would not both 
deſerve them, and become them well; but that 
the Miſchief is, they cannot eaſily be miſerable 
alone: The enſlaving a Country is like the fi- 
ting a Houſe, the next to it always ſuffers much, 
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if it be not equally deſtroyed; and if every 
Neighbour be not equally careful, it is not to 
much purpoſe for one or two to be ſo. This 
indeed is che true and proper juſtification of 
cheſe ſort of Wars, and of one Nations inter- 
medling with the Affaits of anotlter. Their In. 
tereſts Þ ſo hang upon one another, and are ſo 
link d together, that it is oftimes impoſſible for 
one of them to be undone,” or greatly miſchiev d, 
by its ſelf, without involving its Neighbour in 
great Misfortunes: Its Neighbour therefore has 2 
Right (even that of Self. preſervation) to take 
what care it can, tofecure that one from Dan- 


gers, that in time, will reach it ſelf; and if 


neither Warning nor Advice will prevent its de- 
ruetiye Cones it may juſtly prevent them, 
if it can, by Force. So chat, Nations, how in- 
dependent ſoever they are on one another, yet 
are not fo with feſpect to the Whole, whoſe In- 

tereſts are to be conſider d. If a Man, becauſe 
he has purchaſed a piece of Ground, and is the 


independent Owner of it, ſhould therefore think 


himſelf at liberty to let it run to naught, no bo- 
dy would diſpute his Power of doing himſelf 
that Miſchief : Bur if he ſhou'd pretend a Right 
to cut its Banks, and let in the Sea upon it, 
every one would petceive he was not ſo Maſter 
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another Man; and-they would the Realo. 
nableneſs of. hindring chat Man, by downright 
Force, ſons ding y at Was ſo like to Hela t ge⸗ 
neral Mil; 0 cen e 375 wal 
denying hi im 1 8 bh. be de * Gate 1 
at. he were ind d fo. 


| prictor of his, Groun 
Let a Man pretend to, ler the Wolf ON bis 


Flocke, becauſe. arg, dis, om; An the Field 
by e and; leg. j Wathe ehboarng ; Shepherds 
ill not hinder, hie þ they can, from .doing 


| b. mad d and. mulch chien ching at fill; or, 15 
= is be top lates got. combine againſt chat 
Enemy and) De RP jat 1s, like to, Prove, fo 
; bad a Neighbous, .. 55 ele. Caſes, dis plain 
TL far no. Proprlety of en over our an 7 


can fly, our d 5 8 of it, toy general N 


ta general 5 0 Nei 8 0 ; 
Ne any ching, 8,50 ue Socher b) in 
1 whom he ſh ould Pics kat; I of hich 


is this; That no Man . Right to = evil, 
and it he will aſſume ſuch Power, others have 


Right to hinder che Exerciſe of it, becauſe eve- 
ry, Man, has a Right, to Self. defence, if, he has 
not depatted from it by Agreement. And, the 
Reaſon, of things being the ſame in great mat- 

5 tis 1 ee that Nations may 


Ea. | ters a a8 in mal 


Her Majesty, April 4tb, 1705. | 


prevent. Dangers, that are great and fare; the 


not en imminent, but at ſome Di- 
ſtance ; . becauſe it. may — all too late when 


the Exil is at the door. And tho” the Occa- 
ſions e, War ſhould certainly be as few and 
clear as, poſſible, yet without theſe allowances, , 


there could be no ſuch thing, as Peace, an 


Liberty, and Freedom of Commerce maintain | 


pe on > lo „. 


e Power of decimining War, is not h 


the Subjects, but, for good, Reaſons, n 


better hands; but nothing can hind f them 
from judging of its. Reaſonableneſs an 995 


tity nor is any thing of bet pr ul, tha 
thcy who fight abroad, an- d they WhO pray at 


komeg and they who contribute to it, ſhould | 


all of them judge uit reaſonable and neceſſary. 


And, that is certainly the Caſe 10 A 955 
a or. that, 


ſtay not to be ſwallowed up the 
our Situation would, it may be, give us; but 
we aſſiſt our Neighbours, that neither they nor 


we may be ſwallowed up at all. We would 
not become a pillaged Province under an Uni. 


verſal Monarchy.; but the Platform: of thar 


Edifice is already drawn out, and its Foundã- 


tions deeply laid by the deſtructive Falſhood, 


* the weak PIO of a great People, and | 
there 
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den our Neighbours are every oy edle 
_ gercd'; and when they loſe their Liberties, our 
are in jeopardy; and therefore we. engage in 


* 


—*·w . 


their aſſiſtance, as being next to them in danger. 
In out laſt Wars, we fought for that vic de 
been loſt in Peace; and we now fight for that 
which we believed depended on che Loſs or 
Safety of that Country, and that is, the Liber. 
ty of cheſe Parts of the World. What weave 
loſt, may therefore teach us how to value, what 
we have to loſe. Ve therefore 5 gs ave our 
ſelves from all that is evil and miſchievous, 
and % all that is defreable in Human Li 
the prefervation of our Country's Liberties, 
our Lives and our Religion, Succeſs in ſuc 
Cauſe, is what we apprehend moſt” need- 


a -4 
ch We muſt ask it of God, Tris he tha 

giveth Victory to Kings, and delivereth bis Anointtd 
7 the peril of the Sword, This is to ſignify, 
that we acknowledge our dependance on him, 
attribute all Power to him, and adore him in 
his Providence and Government of the World; 
in oppoſition to thoſe profane Spirits, who know 
no God, and think that all things come by 
Chance, and are under the direction of no in- 
relligent Power, but that Victory * in. 
| | clines 
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clines to the Superior Strength, the better Diſci. 
pline, and the moſt numerous Hoſt: All which 
Particulars are overthrown by obſervation of 
the contrary, in Inſtances innumerable, and To . 
unaccountably range, that they demonſtrate - 
plainly, an over-ruling Power, with a moſt 


wile Government. We muſt therefore ask Suc- 


cels of God; and it is-for that purpoſe, that 


we are here this day. aſſembled together in this 


place, before him. 
Thirdly, We muſt not only ask of God, but 
we mult allo qualify our ſelves to receive this 
much deſired and wanted Bleſſing of Succeſs. 
Our Wants are, indeed, the firſt Motives of 


our applying to God; but ſince we may come 


” 
x » IF 


5 


to want, through our Faults, and, for them, 


may deſerve to continue in thoſe Wants, we. 
muſt endea vour to deſerve to have chaſe Wants 
ſupplyd. The Cauſe of. Liberty and Religion 

is certainly the beſt that can be named, but even 
this may juſtly miſcarry in wicked hands, thaz. 
deſerve not the one, and ſlight the other. Po- 


pery and Proteſtaniſm, are now, in the. main, 5 | 


but different Names to ſignify different Parties, 
different. Intereſts, and different. Opinions in Re- 
ligion. One would think that different Opi- 
nions ſhould produce different. Practioes, and 


that. 
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themſelves the while Papiſts : They think they 
ſee no good effects of our Pretences to a pu- 
fer Worſhip of God; we only change ſides, 
and live as we did before ; and therefore they 


there is a ſtrange Coldneſs and Indifference for 
Religion as Reformed, even in the Reformed 


little by it, and concern themſelves no farther 
for it, than it turns to their particular Account 
and Intereſt. That Chriſtian and becomin 

Zeal that heretofore flamed in the Hearts, > 
Tongues, and Lives of its Profeſſors, ſeems to 
be quite 8 And all the Cries againſt 
the Popiſh h, proceed rather from Cu- 


judicious, and founded on a right underſtandi 
of choſe mighty Corruptions that overſpr 
her face: So that we ſeem not only to have 


ples, but even to flight thoſe. very Principles, 


"Theſe are but Il Preparatives for the ex 54 
Qations of * _— Succeſs, * a People 


who 


and underſtanding People, in Popiſh Countries, 


purſue theſe Requeſts no farther, . And indeed, 


Countries; both High and Low ſeem to ſer but 


ſom, and habitual Averſion, than from a true 
Lale of her Abominations, and 2 Zeal that is 


denied the Conſequences of our good Princi- 
as they diſtinguiſh and denominate us Prote- | 
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ah can hardly be more Tiere than our 
ſelves, and who have indeed a worſe Religion, 
but a truer Zeal for it. That we may there 
fore ask of God, with any! fort” of Confidence, 
we muſt amend thoſe* evil Practices, that "ive | 
the Scandals of Religion, and che Imp iments 
to God's Favour; and live as becomes the Pro 
feſſors of the Reformed Religion, in all God 
 lineſs and Honeſty; -5dbeain a good Profef 
fion with go6d Matmers; arid Fay to ſpeed 
a good Cauſe, with the Prayers of a good Peo 
le ; and chat f is allo the purpoſe of our meet 
ing here, at this time; to humble our ſelves 
before” God; to wpent figcetel) of our paſt 
Offences; to intret for the FO SIRE them; 
ro promiſe all Amendment and Obedience for 
* che and to ask the aſſiſtance of his Grace, 
ttheſe- good Reſolves in excctition. God of 

Wl flies BL, good Succeſs to the Defigns of it 
i dand unrepenting People, but thar is, what 
can neither ask, nor expect from him; He has 
ul Purpoſes of his own to ſerve, that we,know 
nothing 1 f and always Acts with the "greateſt 
Riba: : But, that chis ſhould tn t out 
Advantage, we can never hope with Reaſon. 
When we intreat for Bleſſings out of copiß 
we ought either to grotitic our Prayers“ ö 
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7552 Promiſes, or to preſent our ſelves in 
u 


uch a ſtate of Innocence, or true Repentance, 


as that there may be no Obſtructions in the 


to him eee 'Favour and Acceptance, 


but coming qualified as he requires, and that 
123 
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When thus prepard and qualify'd to ſeek for 
Bleſſipgs at God's hands, we muſt, in the Laſt 


is, coming truly humbled, and ſincerely peni- 


Place, take all the Care, uſe all the Diligence; and 


follow the Courſes, that Reaſon, Prudence, Obſer- 


vation, and Expetience {ſhall ſuggeſt, as fitteſt to 
attain the End wWèe aim at. We ask of God, thie 


preſervatioi of our Life and Health, but we our 


ſelves muſt take all Care about our Meat and 


Drink, out Cloathing and out Exerciſe, which | 
are the means of its preſervation,” We ask of 


when we ask the Bleſſings We want, that God 


ſhould give them us immediately from Hea- 
ven, without che Employment of thoſe Facul- 
ties and Powers, both of Body and Mind, that 
he hath given us. We muſt” therefore mean, 


= 
| of 


D 2 that 


God, our daily Bread, but we our ſelves muſt 
plough, and ſow, and cultivate the Ground, 
and take all other neceſſary Pains to reap the 
Fruits of it. We do not ſo much as mean, 
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that he would give them to our Induſtry and 


** — 


Care, our Diligence and Labour to attain them, 
and bleſs the righteous Means we ule, to (uc. 
ceed in righteous Undertakings. And thus in 
the Caſe before us, Horſes and Chariots were 
found to be of great Uſe in War; and there. 
fore the Jews would naturally and reaſonably 
be afraid of wanting them themſelves, and of 


- ſeeing their Enemies. abound with them ; this 


was no Fault, nor was ſuch Fear to. be re. 
mov d, but by particular Charge of God, Ny 


to fear them, which included a Promiſe of Aſ. 


ſiſtance and Defence againſt. them: Where, 
therefore, there is no. ſuch Promiſe, or Engage- 


ment, that Fear is reaſonable, and therefore 


Men. are left to make ſuch Proviſion as they 
find neceſſary. And ſo the Superiority of Num- 
ber is truly an Advantage in War, and hardly to 
be ſurmounted ; and a leſs Army. will natu- 
rally be afraid of a greater; and: Men do na- 
turally, as our Saviour. adviſes, conſider whe- 


ther they with Ten. thouſand; can meet an Ene- 


* „ 


my with Twenty thouſand; and: find it is. im- 


1 icable. They muſt, ther efore, : F they will 
= wiſe, and. act, reaſonably., increaſe their 


Numbers, or, fall from their Pretenſions, i. e. 
wirhout particular Promiſe of God, (which is 
* 1 Ar * 
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the Cauſe they take in hand; and that our Na- 
tional Offences, and all our ſecret Sins, may be 
ſo overlooked, as not to provoke. him to blaſt. 
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Proviſion of things. neceſſary, as Reaſon and 


Prudence ſhall ſuggeſt ſufficient for their pur · 
poſe, We come to ask of God Succeſs againſt 

our Enemies, and preſent him, we believe, a 
juſt and righteous Undertaking, but we ask him 
to bleſs our Fleets and Armies, the Inſtruments 


that are made uſe. of, to obtain the Satisfa- 
ction and Security that is wanted. We ask him, 


that the Conduct of our Leaders, and the Cou- 


rage of our Soldiers may anſwer the Juſtice of 
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not now his Method). they muſt make ſuch BEES. 


our righteous Enterprizes, and cauſe us to fal! 


by his former Bleſſings, to raiſe. in us. 


Wie ask him, moreover, (laſtly): to give us 


Peace and Unity at home ; and that the Hearts 


of all our People may amicable: conſpire, in 
promocing the Publick Welfare: That the Zeal 
of all Parties may ſpend it ſelf in Reality, as 
it always does in Pfetence, in doing. the Na- 
tion ſervice: For all that does not tend to that, 
will quiekly. be found to be but Faction, Craft, 
and taking Vengeance; either the Inſult and 
| Reraliazion of a demineering Party, on _ = 
„„ 5 and; 


from the Hopes, he has himſelf been pleas d, 
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hand or che Acre of 4 Adiſoblig „ br er af ; 
appointed one, on the other. This we ask, be. 
cauſe we e ir to be abſolutely necelli 
ry. But this, we, muſt not only ask of God, 
but ur to effect our ſelves. For, tho 
it is God that maketh Men to be of one Ml nd in 
an Houſe, yet it is by means that he hath pat 
within their Power; namely, by Conſideration 
of che Uſcfulfuluels, Convenience, and Neceſ. 
ſity of ſuch good Union and Agreement. We 
ſhall by our Diviſions weaken our ſelves, and 
hurt each other, bur we make both, thereb 
an eaſiet Prey to the common Enemy. 15 
better for Him, we ſhould deſtroy our ſel ves, 
by the hands of one another, than by his Means 
and at his Coſts. One Party, ( which, you 
will) ſhall, wich his good liking, obtain the 
Pleaſure of Revenge, ſuch as it is ; but he alone 
ſhall reap the Advantage of ſuch . Victories, 
'Twere better far, that he ſhould do his Work 
himſelf, by fair and open War, and (if it muſt 
be fo) by Wounds that we ſhall never be 
alham'd of. Concord at home, and good 
Agreement, are always neceſſary to all Nations, 
and they cannot long ſubſiſt without it. Our 
Saviour ſays it, and our Reaſon and our Ex- 
perience ſay it alſo, and we believe them all; 
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